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Born into a large family of fishermen in the Fouta town of Podor in 1953, Baaba Maal studied music in 
Dakar, the capital of Senegal, and Paris, before embarking on a two-year musical pilgrimage around 
west Africa with his friend Mansour Seck. Together, they recorded several albums, including the desert 
blues classic Djam Leelii, and later he formed the band Daande Lenol (The Voice of the People).  
 
Since the 1980s, Baaba Maal has released several solo albums, toured the world many times, and 
collaborated with artists such as Brian Eno, Peter Gabriel, Tony Allen, Mumford & Sons, and U2. He 
also worked with Hans Zimmer on the soundtrack to Black Hawk Down, and his unmistakable voice 
was featured on the Oscar- and Grammy-winning score for Black Panther. 
 
His music is difficult to describe in just a few words. It ranges from dirty, thorny desert blues to 
ethereal electro-spirituals, from uplifting chants to trance-like freakouts. 
Despite his international perspective, he has always acknowledged his roots by singing in Pulaar, the 
Fulani dialect of the Senegal River valley. Baaba’s work is a modern twist on the West African 
tradition of the griot: the storytelling troubadour. 
 
Beyond music, Baaba Maal has been a leading voice in African development for more than three 
decades. Whether addressing health, education or environmental issues, he has worked with 
international organisations to raise awareness and drive change. He has also been part of the African 
task force on many occasions, notably in negotiations for the cancellation of African debt, at the 
European Union meeting on education in Africa, the Copenhagen summit on global warming, and 
Mandela Day in New York. Since 2003, Baaba Maal has been United Nations Ambassador for the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In recognition of his commitment, he was invited as a special 
guest to the 16th Conference of the Parties (COP16) to the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification in Saudi Arabia in December 2024. 
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