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"You will be as you once were, when they burned
your beauty to ashes and told us it was freedom."
— La notte dei cristalli

Pippo Pollina, the Sicilian cantautore living in Switzerland, is a self-declared pacifist. The
former conscientious objector has long used his music to denounce the abuse of power and
advocate for humanity and peace. Now, at a time when war has once again become part of
our daily lives — at least in the news — the successful singer-songwriter dedicates an entire
album to the subject: Fra guerra e pace (Between War And Peace). " War is a dimension from
which humanity has never truly freed itself. A place where destruction and annihilation intersect
with other aspects of life — love, birth, hunger, or thirst," writes the artist in the foreword to the
album booklet. With this musically and thematically rich album, Pippo Pollina brings us closer
to the people behind the headlines, giving life to what we only hear in the news. We are

confronted with fear, pain, and grief — but also with hope, love, and poetry.

Fra guerra e pace is a special album in many ways. With its detailed, diverse, at times hymn-
like, at times archaic-sounding music, it immediately captures the listener. The song titles and
lyrics confront us with brutal history and harsh present realities. La notte dei cristalli
(Kristallnacht) was recorded together with his two children, singer-songwriter FABER and
Madlaina Pollina — the first time all three have performed together. Free Palestina gives voice
to a place with no memories, no bread, no dignity — but many voices crying Free Palestine.
Throughout the album, hope resonates — love and humanity shimmer like an antidote through
the suffering. The song Fra i petali del girasole (In The Petals Of The Sunflower) tells the
story of a Ukrainian soldier on leave, dreaming of a better life after the war — far from Donbas.
Because life, after all, holds so much beauty. La vita é bella cosi com’é (Life is beautiful just

as it is) is the title of Pippo Pollina’s upcoming tour in 2026.
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The acoustic variety of this album stands out. The songs impress with rich instrumentation,
creating a powerful and harmonious whole, while repeatedly bringing individual solos to the
fore — present, striking, almost proud. Much of it is thematically chosen — like the oud, the
Arabic lute, used in Free Palestina. One might say that this musical diversity itself becomes

an unspoken call for peace.

Fra guerra e pace is a political statement, a poetic warning, and a glimmer of hope in turbulent
times. It tells of war, past and present, and what it does to people. Pippo Pollina dedicates the

album "to the innocent who die beneath the bombs that fall from the skies of this world."

The album will be released on December 5, 2025. From January 2026, Pippo Pollina will be

on tour in Switzerland, Germany, and Austria.

All compositions and lyrics are by Pippo Pollina — except for the lyrics to Fra i petali del girasole,

which were written in collaboration with Luigi Mariano.

The album features the following artists:

Vocals:
Julian Pollina “FABER” and Madlaina Pollina — La notte dei cristalli;
Marcello Mandreucci, Alfonso Moscato, and Raquel Romeo — Questo tempo insieme

Strings:

Lenka Bonaventurova (viola)
Daniel Frankenberg (violin)
Jonas Moosmann (violin)
Stefania Verita (cello)

Keyboards:
Martin Kalberer (piano, keyboards, accordion, harmonium)

String instruments:

Daniel Stelter (acoustic and electric guitar)
Alex Klier (electric bass)

Sven Faller (double bass)

Wind instruments:

Roberto Petroli (saxophone, clarinet, bass clarinet)
Alessandro Presti (flugelhorn)

Marcio Robino (flute)
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Drums and percussion:
Tommy Baldu and Martin Kéalberer

Other instruments:

Martin Kalberer (duduk, mandolin, mandola)
Werner Schmidbauer (harmonica)

Daniel Stelter (mandolin and oud)

Recorded in summer 2025 at Malawi Studio (Bad Endorf, Germany), Indigo Records (Palermo,
Italy), and Centochimere Studio (Zurich, Switzerland). Mastered at LXK Studios in Munich by
Alex Klier. Produced and arranged for Jazzhaus Records (Freiburg, Germany) by Pippo Pollina
and Martin Kalberer. Score and string/wind arrangements by Roberto Petroli. Cover photo
courtesy of the AVVENTO family (Camporeale, Italy). Graphic design by Marc Raner. German
lyric translations by Christine Pollina-Roos.
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Pippo Pollina has been thrilling international audiences with his poetic and
political songs for three decades. Born in 1963, the artist left his Sicilian
homeland of Palermo in 1985 after a friend was murdered by the Mafia, and
has been living in Switzerland ever since. He is known for his poetic ballads
and powerful protest songs, which have led to many collaborations with fellow
musicians, including Konstantin Wecker and Georges Moustaki. Pollina has
established himself as a fixture on the European music scene with numerous
albums and regular tours, and has built up a loyal fan base through his

charismatic stage presence.

© Filip Glanzmann

“I'm not a slogan singer-songwriter.”

Your new album is called Fra guerra e pace (“Between War and Peace”), yet your tour is titled
La vita & bella com’é (“Life Is Beautiful as It Is”). Why?

PP: About a year ago, | started working on my new album. The topic of war was very present then, as
it is today. Whenever | sat down to compose, I felt a need to write about it.

That’s how this thematic album came into being.

A concert doesn’t only include songs from the latest album. | now have 25 albums and about 250 songs.
I would have found it too limiting to make the concert refer only to the most recent album. And overall,
it would have been too narrow. La vita é bella com’é is the title of one of my songs that my audience
knows and loves. With these two titles — of the album and the tour — | wanted to show the two different
sides of the same coin that coexist in life and are represented by me in one evening.

These two sides of the coin are strongly expressed in the song Fra i petali del girasole (“Among
the Petals of the Sunflower”), in which a Ukrainian soldier on leave dreams of a better future for
himself and his love...

PP: My songs deal with real war events, but they don’t take a political stance — they always place the
human being at the center. Not because | wouldn’t understand the issues — | know exactly what I'm
writing about and could very well take part in a debate. But the situation is complex, and you need time
if you don'’t just want to repeat empty phrases.

I'm not a slogan singer-songwriter. My songs are about people, because they are the victims of power.
And they are all the same, whether that power is exercised by Hamas, by the Israeli state, by Russia,
or by Ukraine. In war, people are the protagonists — with their doubts, their losses, their pain, their
death, and their life. Positions are discussed in talk shows; songs do not take positions.

To what extent are you personally affected by this topic?

PP: | have always lived in countries at peace — first in ltaly, then in Switzerland. | have never
experienced war, thank God. But that doesn’t mean the topic doesn’t concern me. | am convinced that
our lives are strongly influenced by major global problems. They are like big waves — a war breaks out
in Ukraine, creates a huge wave, and that wave reaches us, even if we don’t experience the bombs
directly. Our lives are much more affected by such events than we think. History teaches us how quickly
these waves can also involve us. The world wars have shown how fast a regional crisis can become an
interregional and ultimately a global one. And today more than ever, because globalization over the past
25 years has made us even more interconnected. It affects me, even if I'm not physically touched by it
and don’t experience it on my own skin.
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What impact would you like your new album to have?

PP: As an artist, of course | wish for my work to reach as many people as possible. But that wish should
play no role in the creative process. In our society, success is always equated with commercial success.
The music scene largely believes that it doesn’t matter what you do — as long as you’re successful. |
work the other way around. | do things that matter to me, that | believe in, and | want to be successful
with them. One must be grateful for success, because it gives us certain freedoms. But success is not
the driving force.

A special feature of this album is that, for the first time, you recorded a song together with your
children. Why now?

PP: The time was ripe for it. My son and daughter are now 33 and 30 years old; we can work together
as equals. They are artists with their own personalities and great success. Those are two important
aspects — both familial and collegial — for collaboration. It was their wish, musically, thematically, and
politically, to interpret the song Kristallnacht together. They both contributed their own impulses
independently. The song has truly become a family project. There will also be a video directed by my
ex-wife — the mother of my children — who has been translating my lyrics for thirty years.

One song is titled Il volo del colibri (“The Flight of the Hummingbird”). What do you associate
with this bird?

PP: Birds often appear in my songs — for me, they symbolize freedom. The hummingbird is a special
bird, because it can hover while flying. | first saw these birds in Utah. They often came very close; once,
one hovered about an arm'’s length from my head for roughly thirty seconds. It was as if it had come to
talk to me. The song The Flight of the Hummingbird is dedicated to a child who hasn’t been born yet —
to tell them: “One day, people will come and tell you that everything you fought for was in vain. But don’t
believe them.”

That’s where the poetic image of the hummingbird comes in — through its unique flight, it shows that
the truth can stand in the middle.
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“La vita e bella cosi com’é”-Tour

Tourdates 2026
13.01.2026 D-Allensbach, Bodanriickhalle
14.01.2026 CH-Zirich, Kaufleuten
15.01.2026 CH-Zirich, Kaufleuten
16.01.2026 CH-Bern, National
17.01.2026 CH-St. Gallen, Tonhalle
18.01.2026 CH-Chur, Theater
20.01.2026 D-Stuttgart, Theaterhaus T1
21.01.2026 D-Erlangen, Heinr.-Lades-Halle
22.01.2026 D-Koln, Gloria
23.01.2026 D-Hannover, Pavillon
24.01.2026 D-Oldenburg, Kulturetage
25.01.2026 D-Berlin, Passionskirche
27.01.2026 AT-Wien, Konzerthaus
28.01.2026 AT-Linz, Posthof
29.01.2026 AT-Salzburg, Szene
30.01.2026 D-Augsburg, Kongress am Park
31.01.2026 D-Leipzig, Kupfersaal
01.02.2026 D-Karlsruhe, Tollhaus
26.02.2026 CH-Visp, La Post
27.02.2026 CH-Bellinzona, Teatro sociale
28.02.2026 CH-Falera, la fermata
01.03.2026 CH-Dirnten, KMM
03.03.2026 D-Freiburg, Paulussaal
04.03.2026 D-Kaiserslautern, Kammgarn
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05.03.2026
06.03.2026
07.03.2026
08.03.2026
10.03.2026
11.03.2026
12.03.2026
13.03.2026
14.03.2026
15.03.2026
29.04.2026
02.05.2026
06.05.2026
07.05.2026
08.05.2026
09.05.2026
10.05.2026
12.05.2026
13.05.2026
14.05.2026
15.05.2026
16.05.2026
17.05.2026
19.05.2026
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D-Essen, Philharmonie Essen
D-Hamburg, kleine Laeiszhalle
D-Fulda, KUZ Kreuz
D-Koblenz, Festung Ehrenbreitstein
D-Ulm, Roxy

Rosenheim, Ballhaus

AT-Graz, Congress

AT-Zwettl, Stadtsaal
D-Ingolstadt, Eventhalle
D-Haffurt, Stadthalle

I-Milano, Aula magna Universita
I-Roma, Auditorium
CH-Weinfelden, Rathaussaal
FL-Schaan, TAK

CH-Burgdorf, Casiontheater
CH-Baden, Kurtheater
CH-Altdorf, Theater Uri
AT-Innsbruck, Treibhaus
D-Sontheim, Dampfsag
D-Friedrichshafen, Bahnhof Fischbach
D-Ebersberg, Alter Speicher
D-Frankfurt a. M., Alte Oper
D-Lérrach, Burghof

D-Bonn, Pantheon



